
History Skills and Progression Document- Reception 
 Early Learning Goals  Development Matters  Knowledge Skills Vocabulary 
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• Talking about the 
lives of the people 
around them and 

their roles in society. 
 

• Knowing some 
similarities and 

differences between 
things in the past and 
now, drawing on their 
experiences and what 

has been read in 
class. 

 
 

• Understanding the 
past through settings, 
characters and events 
encountered in books 

read in class and 
storytelling. 

• Begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family’s history.  

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past.  

 

 

• To know that someone’s age is the time since 
they were born.  

• To know that they started life as a baby but 
have since grown and changed.  

• To know that some people are older than 
others.  

• To know that parents are older than children 
and grandparents are older than parents.  

• To know some language for talking about the 
passing of time and events that have already 
happened, even if used inaccurately. (before, 
yesterday, last week, last year). 

• Time passes in sequential order. 
• Time changes everyone. 

• Sequence pictures to show changes from 
baby to elderly. 

• To identify young and old. 
• Use language for the passing of time. (before, 

yesterday, last week, last year). 
• Recount activities that happened in their past 

using photographs as a prompt. 
• Recognise significant dates for them e.g. 

birthdays 
• Begin to use common words and phrases for 

the passage of time, even if used inaccurately 
(e.g. yesterday, today, tomorrow, last week, 
when I was in nursery 

Now, then, 
next, after, 
yesterday, 

today, 
tomorrow, last 
week, when I 

was…, 
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familiar to them.  

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past.  

• Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures from 
the past.  

• Know that they can use photographs and 
stories to compare the past with the present 
day. 

• Know that some things from their past are still 
the same. 

• Know that some things from their past have 
changed over time.(skills) 

• Be aware of changes that happen throughout 
the year (e.g. seasons) 

• Use photographs and stories to compare the 
past with the present day. 

• Identify some things from their past that are 
still the same. 

• Identify some things from their past have 
changed over time.(e.g. skills) 

• Observe changes that happen throughout the 
year (e.g. seasons) 

Change, same, 
different, 

better, worse 
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• See themselves as a valuable 
individual.  

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past.  

• Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures from 
the past. 

• Know that there are some things that are the 
same about things in the past. 

• Know that there are some things that are 
different about things in the past. 

• Use photographs and stories to compare the 
past with the present day. 

• Recognise similarities and differences 
between the past and today. Same, different 
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• Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities, 
and to explain how things work and 
why they might happen.  

• Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past.  

• Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures from 
the past.  

• Playing and exploring: 
Realise that their actions have an effect on the 
world, so they want to keep repeating them. 

 Realise that things like weather or others 
actions can have an effect on the world. 

 
 

• Playing and exploring: 
Notice when their actions have an effect on the 
world, so they want to keep repeating them. 

• Notice when things like weather or others 
actions have an effect on the world. 

 

Reason, cause, 
consequence, 

effect 
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• Bring in objects, pictures and 
photographs to talk about. 

• Use picture cue cards to talk about 
an object 

• Know that some photographs, images, objects  
and stories can represent the past. 

• Decide if a photograph, image or story is 
depicting the past. 

evidence 



• Understand that some places are 
special to members of their 
community.  
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• Bring in objects, pictures and 
photographs to talk about. 

• Use picture cue cards to talk about 
an object 

• Express their feelings and consider 
the feelings of others.  

• Think about the perspectives of 
others. 

• Know that objects, photographs and stories 
can tell us about people and events. 

• Recognise that different members of the class 
might notice difference things in photographs 
or stories. 

• Identify who an object might belong to. 
• Identify what an object might have been used 

for. 
• Accept that different members of the class 

might notice difference things in photographs 
or stories. 

Same, 
different, 

opinion, think, 
perspective 
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• Ask questions to find out more and 
to check they understand what has 
been said to them.  

Communication and Language 
• They give their attention to what 

others say and respond 
appropriately 

 
• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 

questions about their experiences 
and in response to stories or events 

• Know that they can ask questions about the 
differences and similarities they can see in 
photographs, images and stories that 
represent the past. 

 
• Know that if they want to know about the 

past, they can use photographs and images to 
make simple observations about the past. 

 
• Know that they can communicate what they 

have found out about the past by sharing it 
with others, pointing to images and using 
simple language to explain their thought. 

• Ask questions about the differences and 
similarities they can see in photographs, 
images and stories that represent the past. 

 
• Use photographs and images to make simple 

observations about the past. 
 
• Communicate what they have found by 

pointing to images and using simple language 
to explain their thought. 

curious, 
wonder, ask, 

question, 
investigate, 

find out, 
research, 

communicate, 
show, present, 

tell 
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Playing and exploring engagement 
They play with what they know 
They realise that their actions have an effect on the world, so they want to keep repeating them 
They respond to new experiences that you bring to their attention 
 
Active learning 
They begin to predict sequences because they know routines 
 
Creating and thinking critically 
They use pretend play to think beyond the ‘here and now’ 
 

 

 


